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The somewhat slow combustion of these briquettes may be counteracted by using a thicker layer of fuel, by breaking them up, and by more frequent raking of the fire. In making the briquettes the coal and binding medium are nv'xed in the proper proportions in a suitable apparatus, provided with a mechanical stirrer, in which the mass is softened by hot air entering the apparatus or by heated steam. The briquettes are then moulded, under a high pressure, in closed moulds, or in an apparatus similar to the well-known brick press.
Drying apparatus for briquettes has been made of many forms. Most of these considerably increase the cost of manufacture. The cheaper drying apparatus of A. Wileke is here described.1 Upon a solid foundation, 3*i25 metres (T2| feet) square, in which are two tines for supplying and removing the heating gases, are built two walls containing (lues, 1 metre (39 ins.) thick and 1 metre apart. Between these two walls floors are built in, consisting each of two iron plates, which floors are closed at the short ends by plates, so that tin* lire gases introduced by the Hues into the closed boxes must heat the plates. Thus, when the flues are connected to a lire, they * bring the gases to the second floor, which they pass through, then through the third, and so on, until they are drawn off to the* chimney and reach, the atmosphere. If eight such floors, eaeh 8 metres long, are placed one above the other, the fire gases have an opportunity of giving up their heal to the "24 metres length of iron plates which they touch, to the full extent allowable in view of the necessity of producing a Huffieient draught in the chimney. The. gable-ends of the iron floors are protected from cooling in a suitable mariner. The separate floors are so arranged as to project in turn, HO that the projecting part catches the coal falling down from the floor above. Similarly, in order to shut off the open space* between the separate floors from the outside, movable flaps are provided, The upper plate of each floor is-surrounded on three nidus by a ridge; on the open side the coal it* brought down to the next floor. Thus, a;s stated above, the coal goes from
1 "Dinglor'n Jouru.," 2:21, p. 5ii:J.